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UJAMAA NEWS
Word from the Director
By the time you read this last issue of Ujamaa News most of us at Ujamaa at least would be trying to
take a well-deserved time of rest with our loved ones, looking forward to Christmas. 2015 has not
been an easy year. Like many it has been very busy for us and we have seen very good days and
some that have been challenging for us and the communities that we serve. However like Paul we
can say that even though we are troubled, we are not destroyed. The courage to continue with our
work was inspired by our international partners who continue to support our work financially and
also by the ordinary members who continue to invite us to their communities, halls, churches and
centres, to do the most simple and inspiring but emancipatory work of reading the Bible with them,
in their context, language and culture, with the one aim of finding the good news for them in their
situation.
We have read the Bible with members of the LGBTI groups in PMB under Body Theology; seeking
to create safe spaces for liberating conversations around issues of human sexuality. A few times we
visited the densely populated poor community of France with the aim of reflecting on the issues
around land and the environment under the Earth Theology Programme. We have participated in
the launch of the Worker Sunday Campaign in communities such as KwaNxamalala and Mount
Elias with the aim of commemorating the lives of the workers who died during the Marikana Massacre but also to highlight the contemporary threats to workers in a new South Africa. This was part
of the Bready Theology We hosted five university lectures that brought community activists and
leaders into dialogue with those in the academy on a variety of issues. We received a number of
international visitors e.g. DKA, Oslo, US, Germany etc. Our facilitators went to Kenya and other
parts of Africa to facilitate workshops on CBS and Tamar. The Director visited a number of countries both within the continent and outside. All this in the name and mission of facilitating holistic
emancipation through Contextual Bible Studies and Theologies of Transformation. As we reach the
end of the year we thank all our partners and constituencies for a good year. We invite you to look
forward in anticipation to another year of hard but liberating work in 2016.
Challenges may not stop but Ujamaa continues to be on course. In a context of hunger and drought
in our context we look forward to 2016, hoping for rain and blessings. The Sotho-Tswana cultures
have a tradition of protesting against death and hopelessness by calling for rain, blessings and resurrection using the concepts of Pula (rain) and Nala which means plentifulness or abundance. As
we close the year in Ujamaa we wish you all our partners, friends and constituencies, “PULA,
NALA.”
Thank you.
R Simangaliso Kumalo
Ujamaa Centre-UKZN
Ujamaa Centre, School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics (Theology& Ethics))
Postal address: Private Bag X01, Scottsville 3209, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
Telephone: +27 (0)33 260 6294 Email: kumalor@ukzn.ac.za Website: ujamaa.ukzn.ac.za
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Ujamaa in Kenya, Training of the Trainers
From the 1st to 6th of November. the
Ujamaa Centre facilitated a 'train the
trainers' workshop in Nairobi, Kenia.
The East African Contextual Bible
Study (EACBS) training course is a
collaborative pilot training between
DKA and Ujamaa Centre. The workshop was about creating a ‘safe space’
for participants to share their
‘knowledge’ and learn how to construct and facilitate CBS as an alternative redemptive biblical and theological methodology to change their situation of injustice.

Testimony of a participant
“I believe that God can still
do something in the world
today. You can use the Bible
as a resource to create awareness on issues in the community. It can be socioeconomic, HIV/Aids, sexuality, gender equality, LGBTI
and violence.
When you read the Bible,
you have the choice to interpret in a liberating manner.
It is important to take the
human person as a whole, his
living conditions and his
spiritual personality.
With Contextual Bible Studies we open the Bible to see
what God tells to us in our
concrete life situations. God
continues to speak through
our life. CBS puts the Bible
and our lives together.
In my understanding, the
facilitator has the role or task
to create an encounter between the person, his life
situation, and the Bible.”
(anonymous )
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The first workshop of the joint partnership between Ujamaa, CEBI and
DKA took place on the 10-12 November
2014 in Karen, Kenya in East Africa.
The reasons for this workshop was to
establish the relationship with DKA,
CEBI and the partners in East Africa on
common contemporary issues and to
introduce Ujamaa Centre’ Contextual
Bible Study (CBS) methodology to
partners in East Africa. This year we
had a more interactive approach, giving the participants the opportunity to
work with the CBS method.
We began the workshop by looking
back on last years workshop, The participants shared their Stories of Action
based on the 2014 Plan of Action. The
afternoon was used for new information on Socio Economic (in)justice,
facilitated by Sthembiso Zwane and an
introduction on CBS and facilitation,
facilitated by Bongi Zengele and Hanna Wapenaar .

work. The afternoon was used for another CBS construction, this time the
small groups had to do an analysis of
their (common) context and come up
with a Bible text. They had the whole
afternoon to prepare for the
‘enactment of the CBS’ the next day.
There was a community visit planned
for the forth day. We went to a ’skills
development centre’ in one of the
slums of Nairobi. We met with dignitaries and listened to their stories; how
the centre had changed their lives by
teaching them practical skills. Most
importantly: ‘make them proud of who
they are, growing as human beings.’ It
was a joy to share their ’appreciations’
for one another: a young woman wanted to appreciate her friend so we all
had to stand up, do as if we were picking flowers, smelling them, sorting
them, binding them and give them to
the friend. We danced, clapped and
sang. This day was meant to be a ‘see,
judge act’ in the context. Once back in
the conference room we reflected on
the day using similar CBS questions, as
if it was a ‘text’: what is the story
about, who are the actors (visibly/
invisible). Together we managed to dig
deep into the context.
In the feedback on the whole workshop, all of the 20 participants felt that
they have learned a lot about CBS and
were empowered to facilitate.

The second day was mainly used for a
practical workshop: “Constructing the
CBS: A practical case study guide to
constructing a CBS.” The participants
worked in small groups, they were
given a Bible text and had to come up
with CBS questions. ‘What is the aim
or goal of your CBS, where do you
want to work towards, what is the
‘problem’ that you are trying to engage
with?” Those were important feedback
questions when they presented their

Presenting group work

Group photo Kenya

Thanking one of the women in the Skills development Centre

Group work in Kenya

Consultation for people living with HIV AIDS
Facilitated by Bongi Zengele. The consultation workshop was well attended by 36/37 participants from various
support groups. On the first day there were guest speakers; Mr. and Mrs. Mdletshe, a discordant couple (when one partner
is HIV positive and the other is negative), speaking about how it is to live together as partners. The presentation gave new
life to the group as they were listening to one of their own who has moved a step ahead in Living Positively with HIV as
well as the importance of disclosure within a love relationship that supports the well-being of a person and his or her family at large.

The second day was a CBS on the Book of Ruth focusing on ‘sugar daddies’ looking at Boaz and Ruth. “The Contextual
Bible study allowed participants to engage with the present context and how vulnerable young women and girls are
pushed by poverty and hunger to go to the streets and look for money to feed themselves. As a result, they are exposed to
HIV and AIDS. They cannot initiate protection by using a condom, as they are the powerless and cannot make choices
that favors or protect them. There was a strong concern that no one seems to speak directly to Sugar Daddies as way of
promoting prevention of the spread of HIV and protection of the poor.”
A second Bible study was done on Nehemiah 4:1-20 & 6:15. Asking: How are we called to take care and take responsibility?
How can these be used/ utilized for physical, spiritual, and emotional to strengthen resiliency? How can positive living be
supported through rereading sacred texts to empower PLWHA’S?
The third day was more into looking for solutions, identifying and proposing Self Help Groups and co-operatives for selfreliance.

Plenary discussion
Group photo with members of different communities.
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Empower Your Future:
Job Readiness Workshop
By Belinda Crawford. This workshop is a life skills, career development and employability guide. The
workshop contains units on several
important aspects of work readiness
including self-assessment, exploring
careers and the nuts and bolts of getting and keeping jobs like C.V. writing, Interview techniques and taking
initiative. With a consistent focus on
positive identity, the activities reinforce both social-emotional and employability skills to support personal
and professional achievement for
young people. To support young people’s successful transition to work and
career, the workshop is developed to
take into account a variety of learning
styles, to be interactive and engaging
to youth and to be delivered in a
“hands-on” manner. The material
covered in the workshop is based on a
positive youth development model
that is culturally responsive, and focused on the essential work and life
skills necessary for personal and family self-sufficiency.
Ms. Crawford assisted Sthembiso
Zwane since November, organizing
the Mzwandile R. Nunes Memorial
week and gave several ‘Job readiness’ workshops to young people
from the communities we work with.

Earth Theology
By Lubunga W’ehusha. A two day’s
workshop took place on 30-31 November. On the first day the focus of the
workshop was put on explaining the
work of Earth theology its content and
methodology. Participants learned various problems affecting our environment and the responsibility of people
of faith to address those problems because they are a threat to all form of life
on the earth if they are not adequately
dealt with now. Later on they were exposed to some texts addressing environmental problems in the bible.
On the second day a full Contextual
Bible Study from the book of 2 kings
17:24-28, was conducted and all the
participants took part in small groups
and in the plenary session. They were
in this way exposed to the methodology
and also given an opportunity to discuss and discover how to address problems of land and environment using
biblical texts.
At the end of this session participants
became aware of their responsibility to
take action in problems that affect the
communities as people of faith and
custodians of God’s creation in their
area.
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Photos taken during the Job readiness workshops

Group photo of the Mzwandile R.
Nunes memorial week

Forum and Website
Often during our workshops and
trainings, we hear the question
from the participants to share our
presentations and recourses and if
there is a way for them to share the
stories of action, after they go
home and continue the work. We
try to upload all of our presentations on our website:
http://ujamaa.ukzn.ac.za/
RESOURCES_OF_UJAMAA.aspx
Furthermore we created a forum
where, once registered, people are
able to share their CBS stories:
http://ujamaa.createaforum.com/

Mzwandile R Nunes Memorial Week
By Belinda Crawford. Being able to be part of the Mzwandile Memorial
Week and lecture has not only ignited my passion for serving people but also
inspired me as an individual to continue to strive towards my purpose in life, I
was especially motivated and influenced by the three characteristics that he
lived by which were: standing up for justice, being merciful and walking humbly
before God. Mzwandile has left a legacy behind that we in this generation
should not forget but adopt should we want to see justified equality. This exposure and experience is not a privilege but a true example and guideline of how
we can make our community, province and country a better place to live in.

Mzwandile Public Lecture
By Martin Mujinga

(taken from his summary

of the lecture)

‘Faith and development; a socioeconomic journey from apartheid to
liberation,’ that was the theme of the
lecture by Rev. Sipho Mtetwa. He is an
ordained Presbyterian minister and one
of the pioneer students of the Leadership
and Development program which is now
Theology of Development. Currently he
is the Provincial Faith asked Manager in
the office of KZN Premier.
He started by citing a Zulu saying which
state that "Young men shall pass on, but
their clan shall tell their stories." The
saying came from the background of 16
days of activism against gender based
violence against women and children.
The saying is expressed when a man;
who occupies a social, spiritual and cultural position in the society, has passed
on in combat. It was an accolade given to
any man who left a legacy and
Mzwandile is such a man.

Faith does not need to be proved because it just expresses someone's belief.
Faith should be shared and this is development. Development is not one thing
to everyone. It means different things to
different people at different times. Development is papered with a lot of theories which contradict each other, it is
measured according to the standards of
the community and their perceptions.
Development is economics because all
those who needed development would
do economics. Development starts with
sustainability. It is sad to have people in
squatter camps in South Africa. Worse
are the demonstrations because there is
poor service delivery. Development fails
when people are taken as subject. Today
we are talking about sustainable development because globalization has failed.
Development without people at the center of it. There is no service development
and South Africa is going far backwards
to where it was before. Development is
people first. When development was
adopted in South Africa, it was
accepted for selfish reasons because people where coming from a
life of wanting and now they are
stealing every time because there
is an opportunity to do that.

You can find the whole summary
on our website.
Photo taken after the lecture

Behind Mzwandile Week
In the 1990s, UJAMAA Centre
met an organization called ‘house
of study for worker ministry’, a
project which was based in Pietermaritzburg. The project was
helping the trade unions to organize and think theologically
about the struggle. The leader of
this organization was Mzwandile
R Nunes. Mzwandile was the best
possible leader of that organization because he had come from a
poor white background. During
that time, very few whites identified with the black
but
Mzwandile did that because he
knew what it meant to be poor
and to work. He identified himself with millions of black workers. Mzwandile studied while
blacks were being oppressed by
the whites and it had an impact
in his thinking. His organization
and Ujamaa then came together
for the benefit of the community.
The name Mzwandile was given
to him by a Xhosa family in the
Eastern KwaZulu Natal in honor
of his contribution in the community development. He tried to
improve the lives of the South
Africans using theological resources. He also used the social
movements
of
his
time.
Mzwandile loved seeing young
people growing to work and
above all to be employers. His
motto was see, judge and act. He
was concerned about people,
having descent jobs.
Every year, in memory of
Mzwandile R. Nunes, the Ujamaa
centre organizes a public lecture
on topics around social injustice
and work.
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Allan Boesak lecture

Bij de foto

The Allan Boesak lecture took place on August 24th, 2015. He ended with: “The South
African revolution is an incomplete revolution. The compassionate justice, the equality and dignity we have fought and sacrificed for, is not yet a reality. But the dream of a
completed revolution will remain, the hope for the power that is not the instrument
of threat, mendacity and deceit; of intimidation and repression, but the vessel of the
people’s dignity and agency to create a new history will be sustained. The people, determined, militant and resilient, will not give up because like Isaiah, they know that it
only a little while, and the tyrant shall be no more, and like Jesus, they have seen Satan fall like lightning from heaven. With students from Cape Town in 1985, they will
continue to believe and sing, Ukanamandla, ukanamandla, ukanamndla, uSatani. It is
broken, it is broken! The power of Satan, it is broken. Ukanamandla! The hopeful
sizwe will not go away.”
The whole script is to be found on our website:
http://ujamaa.ukzn.ac.za/Libraries/manuals/THE_HOPEFUL_SIZWE_Allan_Boesak.sflb.ashx

Allan Boesak during his Lecture.

Gunther Wittenberg Lecture
Religious and spiritual worldviews do not
always have a positive impact on communities affected by disaster. Andreana Reale researcher at the Centre for Risk and Community Safety, RMIT University reckons
that “religious bodies or religiously-motivated
NGOs often enjoy a degree of cultural alignment with locals, which can be invaluable in a
disaster or humanitarian situation.” Professor
Gunther Wittenberg (1935-2014) epitomized
this philosophy and hence these lectures are
an attempt to generate a specifically African
perspective on issues related to land and the
environment.
On August 13th, Rev. Canon Dr. Kapya John
Kaoma was our guest speaker. He spoke
about Earth-Theology and Humanitarianism:
Lessons Yet Learnt.

Photos are taken at the different lectures.

John L Dube Lecture

September 10th 2015. Together with The College of Humanities, the School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics, the Ujamaa Centre organized: "Reconscientising South African Communities towards self-reliance: A 'ghost dance' with John Lingalibalele Dube and Steve Bantu
Biko" by Dumo Ndlovu. In his lecture, he demonstrated that there is something significant
on the life of Dube and Biko although the two are 75 years between each other. Dube died in
1946 the year Biko was born. Biko was brutally killed on 12 September 1977 in Pretoria prison
after being dragged like an animal for over a thousand kilometers. Dube and Biko did things
that were different and yet similar in the history of South Africans. They lived in the two
sides of the centuries. The question is; is it possible to dance with those two without getting
in their life? Dube's emphasis was on the freedom of education and Biko on Black consciousness. The two were freedom fighters as much as they were community activists. The two
were concerned about revolution and freedom of the society.
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Homosexuality and the Bible
By Sthembiso Zwane On the 21-23
and 29 September, the Ujamaa Centre
and the Gays and Lesbian Network
jointly hosted the Religion and Sexuality dialogues at ILawu Inn in Pietermaritzburg. The dialogues were attended by various stakeholders, namely gays and lesbians, church leaders,
Nigerian pastors, academics and community activists.
The primary objective was to create a
platform to deliberate on the connection between the Bible and Homosexuality. During the dialogues, adequate
time was dedicated to deconstructing
the dominant narrative in the church
which suggests that the Bible is against
‘homosexuality.’ Prof Gerald West

presented his insightful research on
the issue of the Bible and homosexuality, focusing on the importance of rereading texts like Genesis 2:24, Genesis
18-19, Lev 18:22; Lev 20:13 in context.
These texts are often used to discriminate against the LGBTI community.
West re-read these texts with the participants to present the Ancient Near
Eastern context of patriarchy and power. He demonstrated that the Bible
says “nothing” about homosexuality
from the Hebrew context. He underscored the importance of understanding the Ancient Near Eastern world in
which these texts were written, which
was extremely patriarchal and relegated slaves and women to the margins of
society. This therefore led to the
‘dominant men’ raping less powerful
‘men’ to make them feel as if they were
‘women.’ The women were the
‘penetrated’ while the ‘men’ were the
‘penetrators,’ hence the reference to
the ‘natural’ and ‘unnatural’ (Rom 1: 26
-26) and the ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ in
the Holiness Code in Leviticus 18:22
and 20:13. The dialogues laid the foundation for the critical engagement on
this sensitive; but important issue both
in the church and community.
In Ilawu

Visit of Nigerian pastors

Theological Café’s
Every year we organize a number of theological café’s. They
take place during the lunchbreak and people are allowed
to bring their lunch while listening to the speaker. Half of
the time is for the speaker to
speak, the other half is for discussion, questions or any other
form of interaction.
Visiting scholars, professors,
PhD students and other visitors share their work and talk
about it with those who attend.

“I am grateful for your care, cooperation
and support in the course of my stay in
SA, may the good lord bless you” writes
one of the Nigerian pastors after spending
almost three months with us at the Ujamaa
Centre. They took part in workshops, lectures and followed classes on Contextual
Bible Study. The purpose of their time in
South Africa was to be introduced to the
Ujamaa Methodology and theories of social
justice across its programs particularly the
relationship between human Sexuality and
Religion articu-ated through the Body Theology program.

Photos of different Theological
Café’s

They bring back their knowledge and experience to Nigeria, sharing it with their colHomosexuality and the Bible
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Next year!

UJAMAA CENTRE
The Ujamaa Centre was initiated in
1985 as part of the School of Theology
at

Our offices will be closed from Monday 18th December 2015. We open on
Monday 18th January.

the then University of Natal

(currently known as UKZN). It is a non
-partisan, non-denominational, Centre

Have a blessed Christmas!

for Community Development and
Research

which

supports capacity

building on development, good governance on church and civil society
levels through theological education
to ensure rigorous participation of all
citizens in social transformation.
The Ujamaa Centre is the ideologicaltheological product of various strands
of liberation theology, particularly
South African Black Theology and
South African Contextual Theology.
More specifically, the Ujamaa Centre
is committed to working with communities of the poor, the working-class,
and the marginalized, using the biblical and theological resources for social
and individual transformation.
At the heart of the Ujamaa Centre is
the concept and practice of praxis.
Praxis involves an ongoing commitment to the cycle-spiral of action-andreflection. This is central to our work.
It is praxis that has enabled the Ujamaa Centre to respond to the ongoing
and changing realities of South African
and Southern African context. We try
to respond faithfully to our context,
using biblical and theological resources, and then we carefully (and
formally) reflect on what we have done
and how we have done it. It is praxis
that keep us connected both to the

UJAMAA CENTRE

community and the academy.

Private Bag X01
Scottsville 3209
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Phone:
+27 (0)33 260 6294
E-mail:
kumalor@ukzn.ac.za
Website: ujamaa.ukzn.ac.za

