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Executive Summary
The Ujamaa Centre has once again engaged in substantial work. But our work has been framed
by an on-going commitment to restructuring the organisation so that we can work within a more
limited budget. Our work has also been framed by the overwhelming support we have received
from our funding partners, most of whom have indicated their on-going commitment to us. We
have been encouraged by both the restructuring work we have done and by this support.
Most of our budget is allocated to the Body Theology programme which comprises of HIV and
AIDS, Gender, Human sexulity and Disability. As this report will indicate substantial work has
been done in this programme in 2014 with ‘new’ but fundamentally important work on refugees
living in South Africa. This component is important because it connects with issues of Gender
justice and susceptibility of refugees to HIV and AIDS due to their economic status as refugees
in a foreign country. This work has become more important currently with the outbreak of
xenophobic attacks on Foreign Nationals living and working in South Africa. We have been able
to organize Contextual Bible Studies (CBS) with refugees in Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal as
reflected in the report. Ujamaa Centre has been working closely with the University of KwaZuluNatal to organize dialogues with the University Community to curb the attacks on our African
Brothers and Sisters. We have issued a statement with the University’s Public Relations
Department, as required by the University rules.
Being located at the University requires us to strike a balance between our ideological
commitments to socio-economic justice and academia. In the Bread Theology programme we
have been able to navigate through these difficult challenges. In our Community Engagement
component of Bread theology programme we have been able to critically engage with
stakeholders in communities and academia on issues of social and economic policies that
manufactures the ‘triple challenge’ of unemployment, poverty and inequality. The
interconnectedness of our programmes is evident in this report, particularly the connection
between Bread Theology and Public Theology.
Public Theology programme offers us and the community an opportunity to engage in public
debate and discourse on contemporary issues like the relationship between the state and the
church in relation to social justice and development. The programme organized an important
seminar on the collapse of ecumenical movement in South Africa using the South Africa Council
of Churches (SACC) as the case study. It is fundamental that the role of religion is understood in
the public realm through various engagements with contemporary challenges like climate change
and the land.
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The Earth Theology programme has created a platform for robust engagement on contemporary
challenges of climate change and land. We have been able to organize training with both the
victims of climate change and religious leaders to begin a process of reflection on these pertinent
challenges in our communities. The people who are mostly affected by the challenges of climate
change and environmental injustice are ordinary poor citizens living in remote areas. Among
these people are those without shelter who lives in slums near the cities.
The People’s Theology programme has been able to establish collaboration with Abahlali
basemjondolo (Shack dwellers Social Movement) based in Kennedy Road near Durban as an
attempt to partner with the victims of climate change and Landless People’s Movements in
search of decent housing. Abahlali’s philosophy has always been about ‘human dignity’ and has
vehemently challenged the Ethekwini Municipality and KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Government
on this moral principle.
We are excited to report that despite the challenges we faced as an organization through the
restructuring, we were able to do much more with limited resources at our disposal. We wants
again thank our partners who continue to support our work and our ideological vision to bring
about social transformation through biblical and theological praxis.

Prof Simangaliso R Kumalo
DIRECTOR:
UJAMAA CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH
SCHOOL OF RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY AND CLASSICS
UNIVERSITY OF KWAZULU-NATAL
PIETERMARITZBURG
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Introduction
This is our 2014 Annual Report, the year that marked the implementation of our restructuring
resolutions taken in 2013. We recruited Postgraduate students and part time workers in areas of
Body theology, Bread theology, Public theology, Earth theology and People’s theology as an
attempt to honour our commitments to our partners. We were able to deliver on our primary
activities in our first year of the two year funding circle. We also began the process of
Institutionalizing Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) for Results Based Management (RBM) into
our five theological programmes. The M&E system will gradually be integrated into all our
reports.
Body Theology Project
Co-ordinator: Prof Gerald West
Introduction
Body theology is the largest component of our work at Ujamaa Centre and engages with a wide
range of issues from sexuality and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered and Intersex (LGBTI),
Gender Based Violence, HIV and AIDS, and issues of disability and Children. This report briefly
reflects on this diversity of our work within this component.

Prof Gerald West of Ujamaa Centre gave a presentation on the ‘Bible and Homosexuality’ at the
Gays and Lesbian Network consultation in Pietermaritzburg.
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Activity

When &
Where
11 – 20
February 2014
in PMB

With Whom

What & How

Numbers

Anglican Communion,
women and church leaders

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Prof Gerald West

Interfaith
dialogue on
homosexuality

3 March 2014
In PMB

Hosted by Gay & Lesbian
Network,
Pietermaritzburg, with
presenters from Hinduism,
Islam, and Christianity

CBS training

22-24 April in
USA

Union Theological
Seminary, New York,
USA

Translation as
interpretation

25 May – 6
June in Nida

Nida Institute

Presentation on ‘The
Bible and
homosexuality’,
based on Ujamaa’s
CBS work and
research
Lectures and
seminars with
Masters and PhD,
and staff
Collaborative project
on Bible
Interpretation

-+ 35
participants
15 Women
20 Men
-+93
Participants
-+35 Women
-+58 Men

Disability
thesis
Masilela

June to
December
2014 at
UKZN, PMB
3 June 2014 in
Mt Elias,
Wartburg

UKZN theological student

Honours thesis

-+45
participants
-+29 Women
-+16 Men
-+ 20
scholars
-+ 12
Women’
-+ 8 Men
1 Man

Women and Children

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Ms Rosemary
Beukes

22
participants
12 Women
10 Men

Bible in the
Life of the
Church

Tamar and
HIV workshop

Contextual
Bible Study
and Sewing

07June 2014 in Burundian and Rwandan
Durban
Refugee Women

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Rose M. Nyirimana

15 women

LGBTI
workshop

12-13 June
2014 in PMB

LGBTI community and
network

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Prof Gerald West

Contextual
Bible Study
and Sewing

14 June 2014
in Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee Women

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Dr Rose M.
Nyirimana

-+ 25
participants
-+13 Men
-+12 Women
17 Women
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Masculinity
(Men) and
Women
workshop

20 June 2014
in Macassar
community

Women and Men in the
Macassar community

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Ms Rosemary
Beukes

CBS academic
work

18-20 June

Visiting scholar on
community-based Bible
reading

Contextual
Bible Study
and Sewing

21 June 2014
in Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee Women

Contextual
Bible Study
and Sewing

28 June 2014
in Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee women

Contextual
Bible Study
and
embroidery

05 July 2014
in Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee Women

Consulting with
visiting scholar to
assist him in using
Ujamaa’s work in
the United Kingdom.
Contextual Bible
25 Women
Study facilitated by
Dr Rose M.
Nyirimana
Contextual Bible
19 Women
Study facilitated by
Dr Rose M.
Nyirimana
Contextual Bible
18 Women
Study facilitated by
Dr Rose M.
Nyirimana

Contextual
Bible Study
and
embroidery

12 July 2014
in Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Women Refugees

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Dr Rose M.
Nyirimana

18 Women

Contextual
Bible Study
and
embroidery

19 July 2014
in Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Women Refugees

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Dr Rose M.
Nyirimana

19 Women

Contextual
Bible Study
and
embroidery

26 July 2014
in Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Women Refugees

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Dr Rose M.
Nyirimana

18 Women

Women
refugees
workshop

27 July 2014
in Durban

Burundi and Rwandan
women refugees

Contextual Bible
Study facilitated by
Dr Rosemary
Nyirimana

19 Women
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-+32
participants
-+14
Coloured
Women
-+18
Coloured
Men
1 Academic

CBS training
preparation

6-19 August

Dr Robert Williamson

LGBTI
workshop

15 August
2014 in PMB

LGBTI community and
government officials

Ujamaa
CHART
consultation

18-20 August
2014 in PMB

Support groups of people
living with HIV

Sexuality
consultation

28-31 August

WCC (Geneva) and the
Horizon Foundation
(USA) consultation, Pmb

CBS academic
work

3-5 September

Old Testament Society of
Southern Africa,
Bloemfontein

Ujamaa
Workshop

25 September
2014, in
Strand.

Women from the
community Rusthof in
Strand.

Contextual
Bible Study
and the
introduction of
the Gospels
and sewing
activity

4 October
2014 at
Durban, Paran
Pentecostal
Church

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee Women
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Preparation for 2015
CBS training for
students from
Hendrix College,
USA
Contextual Bible
reading on
Homosexuality by
Prof Gerald West
Contextual Bible
Study co-facilitated
by Prof Gerald West
and Ms Bongi
Zengele
Coordinated and
presented a paper on
Queer biblical
hermeneutics; focus
was on African
contexts: Towards
an African
Liberationist Queer
Theological
Pedagogy
Presented academic
paper on CBS work
and HIV: Speaking
of God ‘What Is
Right’: Twenty
Years of Reading
Job among People
Living with HIV
A Contextual Bible
Study, facilitated by
Ms Rosemary
Beukes
Bible discussion and
the books of the
New Testament with
special focus on the
Gospels. Gerald
approach of doing
bible study is
followed during the
Bible study
discussion

1 man

-+45
participants
-+20 Men
-+25 Women
-+ 26
participants
-+ 6 Men
-+ 20 Women
27
participants
14 Men
13 women

55
participants
27 Men
28 women

10 Coloured
women.

16 women

CBS academic
work

4-9 October

International PhD
Seminar, linking Norway,
the USA, Brazil, and
South Africa, in Oslo,
Norway.

Bible
discussion and
course on the
Introduction of
New
Testament

11 October
2014 at
Durban Paran
Pentecostal
Church.

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee Women

Contextual
Bible Study
and Sewing

18 October
2014 at
Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee Women

Contextual
Bible Study
and cooking

25 October
2014 at
Durban
Pentecostal
Church

Burundian and Rwandan
Refugee women

Contextual
Bible Study

01 Nov. 2014
at Durban,
Paran
Pentecostal
Church

Women immigrant from
Burundi and Rwanda
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Presented an
academic paper on:
“Senzeni Na?”
Speaking of God
“What Is Right” in
the Context of HIV
Stigmatisation
Bible discussion on
the books which
make the New
Testament, looking
into Jesus’ attitude
toward human
divisions, and
discussing the
content of the New
Testament books and
sewing activity
facilitator: Rose M.
Nyirimana
Contextual Bible
Study: Introduction
on the text which
deals with ethnic and
regional barrier:
Jesus and the
Samaritan woman
and facilitated by
Rose M. Nyirimana
Contextual Bible
Study: Jesus and the
Samaritan woman:
the discussion on the
reasons of lack of
association between
Judeans and
Samaritans, and the
gender barrier,
facilitated by Rose
M. Nyirimana
Gerald’s approach of
doing CBS
Topic: peace and
reconciliation by Dr
Rose Nyirimana

22
participants
13 men
9 women

18 Women

16 Women

20 Women

18 Women

New
Testament
Survey: brief
discussion on
Matthew’s
gospel

08 Nov. 2014
Durban Paran
Pentecostal
Church.

Burundian and Rwandan
Women immigrant

Tamar
Campaign

11 Nov 2014,
Catholic Pastors and
Nairobi, Kenya Sisters from Kenya,
Burundi, DRC and
Tanzania

Contextual
Bible Study

11 Nov 2014,
Methodist Chu
rch Johannesb
urg

Black women refugees
from Zimbabwe

Contextual
Bible Study

13 Nov 2014,
Methodist Chu
rch Johannesb
urg
18 November
2014, Methodi
st Church Joha
nnesburg
20 November

Black men refugees from
Zimbabwe, Kenya,
Malawi

20 Nov 2014,
Methodist Chu
rch Johannesb
urg
21-25 Novemb
er 2014

Black men refugees from
Zimbabwe and other Afric
an countries.

25 Nov 2014,
Church Johann
esburg

Black women refugees fro
m Zimbabwe

Contextual
Bible Study

Incarceration
project, USA

Contextual Bib
le Study

CBS Academi
c work

Contextual
Bible Study
10 | P a g e

Black women refugees
from Zimbabwe

Interfaith Organizing
Initiative Consultation on
Contextual Bible Studies,
San Diego, USA

Society of Biblical
Literature, USA

Bible discussion on
the authorship and
outline of Matthew
plus sewing activity
facilitator: Dr Rose
M. Nyirimana

20 Women

Contextual Bible
Study method using
the story of Tamar to
consciotize the
Catholic Church
about sexual abuse
facilitated by Ms B
Zengele
CBS on “land and fo
od security” facilitat
ed by
Rev M Maluleke

26
participants
+- 15 Women
+- 11 Men

CBS on “land and fo
od security” facilitat
ed by
Rev M Maluleke
CBS on “land and fo
od security” facilitat
ed by
Rev M Maluleke
Presented a
workshop on
Contextual Bible
Study as a Strategy
for Social Justice
Organizing
CBS on “land and fo
od security” facilitat
ed by
Rev M Maluleke
Presented an academ
ic paper on: Between
Text and Trauma: Re
ading the Epilogue o
f Job with People Li
ving with HIV
CBS on “land and fo
od security” facilitat
ed by

+- 28 Men

+- 25 Women

+- 30 Women

18, 8 women

+- 35 Men

Conference

+- 25 Women

Rev M Maluleke
Contextual
Bible Study
and Sewing

15 Nov. 2014
at Durban

Burundian and Rwandan
Women

Contextual
Bible Study
and cooking

22 Nov.
October 2014
at Durban
Pentecostal
Church

Burundian and Rwandan
women

World Aids
Day
Commemorati
on
Brief summary
on Matthew’s
content and
cooking

1 Dec 2014 in
PMB

All support groups in the
Midlands working with
Ujamaa Centre

06 Dec.
October 2014
at Durban
Pentecostal
Church

Women immigrants from
Burundi and Rwanda

Contextual
Bible Study

5 Dec 2014,
Empangeni

Gender and HIV and
AIDS Community
workshop

Contextual
Bible Study

7 Dec 2014,
PMB

Children and HIV and
AIDS workshop
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CBS: Conversation
with the bible on the
issue of ethnic
barriers in Refugee’s
community:
interaction with
Jesus and the
Samaritan woman.
facilitator Dr Rose
Nyirimana
Dealing with
practical barriers
between the two
main tribes from the
Rwandan and
Burundian
community of
refugees: Jesus on
the Samaritan soil.
Facilitator Dr Rose
M. Nyirimana
Organized and
facilitated by Ms B
Zengele

22 Women

18 Women

+- 180 people
+- 130
Women
+- 70 Men
Continue with a brief 25 Women
summary of
Matthew Gospel and
socialization through
the cooking activity
facilitated by Dr
Rose Nyirimana
Sharing the story of
+- 150
Job 42 with the
participants
community on
+-120
stigma and
Women
discrimination
+- 80 Men
facilitated by Ms B
Zengele
Images of God
+- 30
among children
Children
living with HIV and
AIDS facilitated by
Ms B Zengele

Contextual
Bible Study

9 Dec 2014,
PMB

Gender and HIV and
AIDS workshop

Contextual
Bible Study

13 Dec. at
Durban
Pentecostal
Church

Women immigrants from
Burundi and Rwanda

Tamar
Campaign

13 Dec 2014,
Kwa
Mpumuza, Mt
Elias and
France groups
15 Dec 2014,
Mpolweni and
Illovo groups

HIV and AIDS Candle
Light Remembrance

20 Dec 2014
Pietermaritzbu
rg
II Isabel
Beardmore

The Bible Study group of
women

Tamar
Campaign

Retreat
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Victims of Gender Based
Violence

The relationship
between Gender
Masculinities and
HIV infection
facilitated by Ms B
Zengele
Different barriers
and their impact in
the community of
the immigrant at
Durban: the role of
women in solving
them: dialogue with
the woman at the
well facilitated by Dr
Rose Nyirimana
Reproductive Health
and Positive Living
in the context of
HIV facilitated by
Ms B Zengele
Lessons from the
Story of Tamar –
Engaging with GBV
facilitated by Ms B
Zengele
Healing of memories
by sharing their past
and present:
reflection on the role
of the woman at the
well in her
community. Prayer
and key word: Past:
Muganga Eugen.
Faciltator:
Dr Rose Nyrimana

+- 30 Women

29 Women

+- 50 Women

+-45 Women

28 Women

Women attend the Contextual Bible Study in Cape Town, facilitated by Rosemary Beukes, our
part time staff in the Western Cape.

Masculinity workshop with Men in Cape Town facilitated by Ms Rosemary Beukes, our part
time fieldworker in the Body theology component of our work.
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Burundi and Rwandan women refugees attending a Contextual Bible Study on Gender in
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal facilitated by Dr Rosemary Nyirimana, our part time staff member.

Burundian and Rwandan women participate in the sewing activity after CBS that was facilitated
by Dr Rosemary Nyirimana.
Description
Body Theology programme is fundamentally and ideologically designed to engage critically with
issues of HIV and AIDS, Sexuality, Gender and Disability using Contextual Bible Study (CBS) as
a tool to deconstruct dominant paradigms manifested in these social challenges in the public
domain. The Body Theology explores the ‘Theology’ of the ‘Body’ through the various
components that has to do with the ‘Body’. The HIV and AIDS, Sexuality, Gender and Disability
are all related to the physical ‘Body’ of a human being affected by these challenges. The report is
a reflection of the activities reflecting the diversity of this programme. The majority of the people
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affected by these challenges are primarily women. This is evident in the refugee’s component
which connects Bread Theology (economic issues) and Body Theology (Gender dimension of
economic exclusion).
Dr Rosemary Nyirimana is a part time staff member in the Body Theology programme who
organized and conducted a series of Contextual Bible Study (CBS) with refugees Burundian
women as part of her post - doctoral community based work in the area of Durban in KwaZuluNatal. She is in a privileged position as French speaking Burundian/Rwandan women herself and
has been able to build trust and relationship with a network of Burundian women that she reads
the Bible with in a safe space. The meetings with the women always begin with prayer and sharing
from individuals in the group, this then is followed by a structured process of Bible reading in
plenary and in the groups. Most women find comfort and safe space to express themselves in small
groups. They share their happiness and fears about their family lives and future. The CBS prepare
and empower women with the understanding that they are dignified and important in their homes
and families. The CBS is a transformative tool that restore women’s important role in society as
whole. The reading of the story of Sarah, Abraham and Hagar in Genesis 16: 1-6 and Genesis 21:
8-21 is empowering for women. According to Dr Rose Nyirimana the group read the text through
the lenses of the refugee women who are oppressed in a foreign land as objects like Hagar in
Abraham and Sarah’s home. The other sessions of the Bible were informed and analyzed based on
the socio-economic situation of women refugees in South Africa who mirrored themselves in
Hagar’s image.
Analysis
The critical and pertinent reflection on this story is the connection between Refugee women and
their socio-economic conditions in a foreign land. The women in Africa bear the brunt of poverty
and unemployment directly or indirectly whether they refugees or not. The introduction of bead
work and embroidery into the CBS reflection is an attempt to deal with the women’s socioeconomic needs in South Africa. South Africa is seen by many in the African continent as an
alternative to socio-economic challenges in other parts of the continent. These women become
susceptible to Gender based Violence and HIV infection is they are not empowered to confront
the socio-economic challenges as refugees in South Africa. The reality is that South Africans
themselves have limited socio-economic opportunities especially women in rural areas who
depend on their working husbands for their upkeep and survival in the village. The challenge facing
the women’s group at the moment is economic survival in a foreign country with a refugee status.
Apart from the CBS, there must be an intervention from other support structures, be it government
or churches to help the women. The inclusion of this component to our Body theology programme
is precisely because it is a manifestation of the interconnectedness of our work especially between
Body theology and Bread Theology.
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Impact/Outcome
Ujamaa Centre’s intervention through Dr Nyirimana has created a sustainable safe space for
women as beneficiaries to discuss their personal issues that create unhappiness and fear which
eventually affect their families and society at large. The long term goal is to create a network that
will provide comprehensive support to the refugee women. This will have a positive impact in the
future for women and their families. The beneficiaries hope to engage with government on their
status as refugees and to create a network that will champion issues relating to refuges in the area.
Planning
We continue to work with the refugee women this year through the research project of Dr
Nyirimana and will review this at the end of the year.
Conclusion
The part time workers on this component have contributed immensely towards this important area
of our work. Most of our financial support is for this work and after we lost full time staff it was
important for the organization to have an alternative arrangement, and this pilot initiative with part
workers seem to be an ideal situation at the moment.
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Bread Theology Project
Co-ordinator: Rev Sithembiso Zwane
Bread theology is about ‘Bread and butter’ issues of our context and deals with contemporary
pertinent socio-economic justice issues of unemployment, poverty and inequality which has been
termed ‘triple challenge’ by the government. In addition to this we work collaboratively with
Public theology component on issues of governance and the role of religion in socio-economic
transformation. The challenges of economic policy still persist and ideologically we remain
committed to an alternative economic policy that is concerned with social justice and not just
markets, however the pressing issue is finding an immediate alternative to the ‘triple challenge’
through engagement with communities and identifying their concerns.

Rev Sithembiso Zwane of Ujamaa Centre; teaching an Honours and Masters Class (Theology and
Development Programme) on Community Engagement (CE) and Contextual Bible Study (CBS)
methodology at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.
Activity
Workshop
Programmes
Planning Meeting
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When & Where With Whom
28 January 2014 Programmes
in PMB
staff members
and community
representative

What & How
Project
management
tools and
timeline using
CBS facilitated
by Rev S Zwane

Numbers
12 participants
5 Women
7 Men

Programmes
Implementation
Meeting

11 February
2014 in PMB

Programmes
staff and
facilitators

Ujamaa
Workshop

24-25 March
2014 in
Wembezi,
Estcourt

Pastors from
African
Independent
Churches (AIC)

Ujamaa
Workshop

28-30 April
2014 in Eshowe

Church Leaders
and unemployed
youth

Unemployed
Youth Meeting

11 May 2014 in
Mt Elias,
Wartburg

Political and
Community
leadership

Meeting/Induction
of Part Time
workers on
Project
Implementation
Ujamaa
Workshop

26 June 2014
In PMB

Part Time staff
of Ujamaa

3-6 July 2014 in
Estcourt

Church Leaders

Estcourt
Workshop

11-12 July 2014
in Estcourt

Church Leaders

THEO 731/831
Critical reflection
on Development
Praxis

22 and 29 July
2014 in PMB

Honours and
Masters
theology
students
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Training
equipment and
content
presentation of
CBS facilitated
by Rev S Zwane
CBS follow up
training on
Economic
Justice and Food
Security
facilitated by
Rev S Zwane
Contextual Bible
Study facilitated
by Rev
Sithembiso
Zwane
Public forum to
discuss
Integrated
Development
Plan (IDP)
Introduction to
Programmes and
CBS
methodology by
Rev S Zwane
Contextual Bible
Study and
Economic
Justice
initiatives
facilitated by
Rev Sithembiso
Zwane
Contextual Bible
Study facilitated
by Rev
Sithembiso
Zwane
Contextual Bible
Study as a tool
for Development
Praxis within
Economic

10 participants
6 Women
4 Men

22 Participants
10 Women
12 Men

25 participants
10 Men
15 Women

-+ 60
participants
-+ 45 Women
-+ 15 Men
+- 15
participants
+- 7 Women
+- 8 Men
20 participants
12 Men
8 Women

15 participants
10 Men
5 Women

12 students
8 Men
4 Women

Annual
Mzwandile
Memorial Lecture

26 August 2014
in PMB

Church Leaders,
activist,
unemployed
youth
academics, and
students

Ujamaa
Workshop

20 September
2014 in
KwaNxamalala,
PMB

Pastors, Women
and Youth

Ujamaa
Workshop

18 October 2014
at Mbutshana,
PMB

Women Pastors,
Domestic
workers

Ujamaa
Workshop

10-12 November Catholic Priests
2014 in Nairobi, and Sisters,
Kenya
activists and
ecumenical
organizations

Meeting of
Contextual Bible
Study

22 and 29th
November 2014
in Salamanga,
Matutuine
district, Maputo
province,
Mozambique

Members and
local leaders of
the catholic
church (men and
women)

Ujamaa
Workshop

08-10 December
2014, Imperial,
PMB

Pastors,
unemployed
youth and
organizations
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Justice taught by
Rev Sithembiso
Zwane
Public lecture on
religion and
politics, “Brave,
Just Men:
Luthuli,
Mandela and the
Jerico Road
presented by
Prof Allan
Boesak
Women and
economic
injustices of
domestic work
facilitated by
Rev S Zwane
Women and
Land justice in
the farms
facilitated by
Rev S Zwane
and Mr S Zuma
Contextual Bible
Study on
Unemployment,
Poverty and
Inequality
facilitated by
Rev S Zwane
Contextual Bible
Study Economic
Justice
facilitated by
Rev helder Luis
Carlos and Rev
Daniel Joaquim
(lecturer at the
Seminary in
Ricatla)
Contextual Bible
Study on
Unemployment,
Poverty and

-+ 250 people
-+ 150 Men
-+ 100 Women

+- 20
participants
+- 15 Women
+- 5 Men

+- 25 Women

+- 26
Participants
+-15 Women
+-11 Men

+-23 Participants
+- 19 Female
+- 4 Male
Race,
all Black

+- 30
participants
+- 18 Women
+- 12 Men

Inequality
facilitated by
Rev S Zwane

Estcourt workshop on Unemployment, Poverty and inequality facilitated by Rev Sithembiso
Zwane. The participants were Ministers from mostly mainline churches in townships and rural
areas.

Eshowe workshop on Unemployment, Poverty and inequality facilitated by Rev Sithembiso
Zwane. Most participants were women who are leaders in their churches, especially African
Initiated Churches (AIC).
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The Annual Mzwandile Memorial Lecture (AMML) hosted by Ujamaa Centre under the College
of Humanities on the 26 August 2014 was presented by Prof Allan Boesak. In the picture the
Deputy Vice Chancellor (DVC) of the College of Humanities of the University of KwaZulu-Natal
Prof Cheryl Potgieter accept a book written by theologians in honour of Prof Allan Boesak title
“Prophet from the South.”

Dignitaries who attended the 6th Annual Mzwandile Memorial Lecture (AMML) hosted by Ujamaa
Centre, Left: Dr Mvume Dandala, Prof Smanga Kumalo (Director of Ujamaa Centre), Elna Boesak
(Wife of Prof Boesak), DVC of the College of Humanities Prof Cherly Potgieter, Prof Allan
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Boesak, Prof Gerald West, Prof Jannie Smit (Dean of the School of Religion, Philosophy and
Classics) and Prof Roderick Hewitt, Programme Director for the Lecture.
Description
The workshop in Estcourt was a continuation of the first workshop in Eshowe focusing in the
theme of ‘unemployment, poverty and inequality’ as highlighted in the proposal. The See-JudgeAct methodology was used to analyze the social context looking at the impact of unemployment,
poverty and inequality among ordinary rural and urban communities. It became clear that most of
these communities have similar socio-economic challenges that require intervention and analysis.
The Clergy in Estcourt lamented the poor state of communities that they serve and their inability
to afford basic amenities. When we began with See, the reality of the communities who were at
the workshop was evident. One woman presented her story of extreme abject poverty which began
after she lost her job. She was struggling to feed 10 members of her family (including
grandchildren, whose parents died of HIV related illnesses) and did not have government support
grants. Throughout the workshop we referred to her story; as a typical example of how ordinary
communities have been affected by economic globalization and neo-liberalism. When dealing
with Judge we looked at the gospel of Luke 4: 18-21 as response to the socio-economic conditions
of the woman. Jesus came to preach Good News to the poor and the captive, the downtrodden, but
the question is what kind of ‘Good News’?

Unemployed youth, are desperate for the ‘Good News’ of employment in their life time. The reality
is chronic unemployment.
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Analysis
In the Judge component of our workshop we looked at the person of Jesus Christ in the gospel and
began to grapple with this question of ‘Good News.’ The Jesus that St Luke is referring to in the
text, I argued was not a passive Jesus removed from socio-economic and political realities of his
context, but an activist Jesus who was concerned about social justice and economic emancipation.
This was an ideological Jesus who was against hegemonic institutions that oppressed the poor and
the marginalized and created abject poverty and inequality among communities. The connection
with our contemporary context of unemployment, poverty and inequality, is that our communities
are desperate for ‘Good News’ of socio-economic justice, of employment, access to food and
decent income. The revolutionary Jesus in the text would have been as radical today as he was
then about structural institutional sins. This is the Jesus our communities will appreciate, not a
master or elite who is concerned about maintaining the status qou. The Clergy were challenged by
this method of reflection in this passage because they were used to the traditional reading of the
passage as a spiritual text to speak about the need for salvation. This was a new group of Clergy
that Ujamaa had not worked with before and the analysis was initially uncomfortable to them.
Impact/Outcomes
The Act underscored the importance of action and reflection, praxis. The CBS method was
embraced by the participants as a progressive tool to deconstruct hegemonic paradigms that can
create and provide an enabling environment for social transformation. There is a commitment from
our beneficiaries to engage in campaigns and public forums in an attempt to educate and challenge
‘Bad News given to poor and marginalized communities by an unjust economic system of
neoliberalism.
Planning
We have planned to do a third workshop in Pietermaritzburg on the same theme of unemployment,
poverty and inequality. This will consolidate the previous workshops and map a way forward on
this theme with the affected communities.
Conclusion
The work in this component forms an integral part of the identity of the organization since its
inception in 1989.

23 | P a g e

Public Theology Project
Co-ordinator: Prof Simangaliso Kumalo
Public theology component is a critical part of our work at Ujamaa Centre because it deals with
the interdisciplinary issues of Religion and Governance as it relates to the community’s
understanding of citizenship and democracy as people of faith. This report is a reflection of work
done in the first part of the year.
Activity

When & Where

With Whom

What & How

Numbers

Symposium on
the
communities of
the poor
(Rastafarians)

28th Feb 2014

The Symposium
took place
between the
Rastafarian
groups and poor
communities in
Pietermaritzburg

-+50 people

Christian as a
Citizen in a
democratic
society

23 July 2014 at
Emaphethelweni
Dominican

Clergy,
academics,
students and
youth

Public theology
in communities
of the poor

11 August 2014

Academics,
church leaders,
youth and
students

The symposium
attracted the
interest of
organized groups
of poor
Rastafarians and
marginalized
community
groups like
women and
youth. The focus
was on the
meaning of
democracy and
religion
facilitated by
Prof SR Kumalo.
Public lecture
and discussion
on religion and
politics presented
by the Secretary
General of the
South African
Christian
Council (SACC)
Bishop Malusi
Mpumlwana.
Public lecture
and discussion
on role of
evangelical
theology in
socio-economic
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-+ 20 Men
-+ 30 Women

-+50 participants
-+ 35 Men
-+ 15 Women

-+ 260
participants
-+ 160 Men
-+100 Women

JL Dube
Lecture

11 September
2014

Academics,
church leaders,
youth and
students

Chaplaincy in
its diverse
manifestation

21st Nov 2014, at
Thorn tree
Lodge, in
Pietermaritzburg.

University of
KwaZulu-Natal
staff, students,
people from the
community.

and political
transformation
presented by Rev
Jim Wallis from
the United States
of America.
University public
lecture presented
by Dr Gcina
Mhlophe on the
role of Nokuthela
Dube, the wife of
JL Dube in
education and
democracy
The topic was
introduced by
four presenters
whereby each
attempted to give
an overview of
what chaplaincy
is all about and
his experience as
well as
challenges being
faced in his
position.
The presenters
were;
Rev. Thandazani
Nzuza,
represented the
Prison
chaplaincy.
Col. (Rev)
kingsley
Masemola,
represented the
military
Chaplaincy
(SNDF).
Snr. Chpl.
Kumaravaloo
Govender Rajen
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-+ 280
participants
-+ 180 Men
-+100 Women

+-37 Participants
+-17Men
+-20 Women

represented the
police
chaplaincy. Fr.
Joseph Phiri
represented the
hospital
chaplaincy.

Public theology symposium on “Christians as citizens in a democratic society.” From left: Prof
Smanga Kumalo (Director of Ujamaa Centre), Prof Bongakonke Goba, respondent at the
Symposium and the Keynote speaker, Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana, the South African Council of
Churches (SACC) Secretary General.
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Ujamaa Centre hosted a symposium on ‘Christains as Citizens in democratic society;’ participants
were listening to the discussion facilitated by Prof Simanga Kumalo.

Public Theology engagement with Government’s Chaplaincy Programme to train Religious
Leaders on Rehabilitation and Restorative Justice. The relationship between Theology and Justice
in the Public Realm.
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Description
The fundamental contribution of this component of our work is the relationship between religion
and public life. The Symposium on Christians and citizens in a democratic society’ highlighted
the importance of this relationship. Bishop Malusi Mpumlwane underscored the role of the church
in strengthening democratic institutions in the country. He dismissed the notion that Christians
should not take part in political activities and used the apartheid period as an example of
responsible citizenship that led to socio-political transformation in our country.
Analysis
The co-option of religious institutions by the government was raised as an issue that can affect the
prophetic role of the church in the public realm. The collapse of ecumenical organizations is an
indication that the prophetic role of the traditional church through the South African Council of
Churches (SACC) is gradually diminishing as the government of the day embraces ‘new religious
movements’ in the form of neo-charismatic movements that are ignorant about ideological
challenges in our context. The ideological context is that the church’s role is that of moral
regeneration and not socio-economic and political transformation.
Impact
The symposium was the first of the many similar discussions that this component of our work will
deal with this year. The interest generated in this first symposium is an indication of the need for
such platforms to be created for continuous engagement of this relationship in the public realm.
Planning
We have planned a series of symposiums this year (2014) that will address the relationship between
religion and governance in the public domain.
Conclusion
We continue to invest in this component and hope that we will gradually attract more resources to
ensure that we continue to educate and empower communities about the relationship between
religion and governance.
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Earth Theology Project
Co-ordinator: Prof Gerald West
Introduction
The earth theology programme is critical in our context because of the challenges of climate
change and the environment. The majority of people who are poor live in extremely poor
conditions near rivers (Rural areas) and Mines (Urban areas) which makes them vulnerable to
climate change. When it’s raining these communities become victims of flooding and their homes
are washed away by heavy floods and hail. Those who live in the shacks near the city are subjected
to polluted air from the Mines.
Activity
CBS academic
work

When &Where
30 July – 2
August

Land, Religion
and the
Environment
Workshop

22 October 2014 Pastors and
Environmentalist
from Durban
South
Environmental
justice network

Religious
resources and

29 October 2014 Pastors and
Environmentalist
from Durban
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With Whom
African
Association for
the Study of
Religion, Cape
Town

What & How
Presentation of
an academic
paper on CBS
work and
ecology: From
Genesis to
Jonah: Biblical
Resources for
Environmental
Justice
The interface
between religion
and the
environment was
discussed at
length in the
workshop using
the Contextual
Bible Study
(CBS) as a tool
for
environmental
justice. The text
was 2 Kings 17:
24-28 facilitated
by Dr Lubunga
W’Ehusha
The interface
between religion
and the

Numbers
35 participants
17 Men
18 women

26 participants
15 Men
11 Women

26 participants
15 Men
11 Women

the Environment
Workshop

South
Environmental
justice network

environment
using Contextual
Bible (CBS) and
the text was
Deut 20: 16-20
facilitated by Dr
Lubunga
W’Ehusha

The Ujamaa Centre workshop on Earth theology created a safe space for engagement on ecology
and religion, far right: Ms Precious Mazibuko from South Durban Environmental Alliance
presenting on Climate change, next to her is Dr E’Wushe Lubunga our part time staff on Ecology
and Religion. Dr Lubunga facilitated a Contextual Bible Study (CBS) on the relationship between
the environment and the Bible. The workshop was attended mostly by the church leaders who were
predominantly women and working with people who are either affected or indirectly affected by
climate change.
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Dr Lubunga explaining the connections between the biblical text and our environment/land and
our role as citizens of the earth.
Description
The workshop was structured in the form of See-Judge-Act. We began with the icebreakers and
introduction which took us to our first session on what is climate change? We invited Ms Precious
Mazibuko to help the group reflect on climate change and the environment and human
responsibility towards the environment and water. It was during this session that people were
exposed to the terminology of climate change especially the dangers of gas caused by airplanes,
mines and chemicals. Climate change means ‘irregular patterns in climate conditions caused by
the depletion of the ozone layer.’1 The depletion of the ozone layer creates an unprotected
environment for both animals and human life. It is the beginning of many problems in our
communities such as ‘land reformation’ and ‘rising sea levels’ that can lead to natural disasters as
seen in Asia and other parts of the world.2 This was our SEE, analyzing our contextual reality with
regard to climate change and the environment. The second session focused primarily on the Bible,
as our Judge. The question of land and the occupation of the Land of Samaria as reflected the in
the Book of 2 Kings 17: 24-28 was fundamental for the reflection. Dr Lubunga W’Ehusha used
this text as introduction to the issue of Land dispossession and the respect for the Land/ecosystem
in our context. The third layer was the Action, the task given to participants to do in their
1
2

Precious Mazibuko, What is Climate Change, Environmental Justice, 2014, Pg 2
Precious Mazibuko, What is Climate Change, Environmental Justice, 2014, Pg 3
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communities for the next workshop which was planned for the 29 October 2014. The second
workshop on the 29 October 2014 began with See again, this time with the report back from the
participants who were given the task of interviewing the victims of climate change and to find out
if the church was participating in educating communities about the dangers of climate change and
environmental injustice. The reports indicated that the majority of the people interviewed felt the
church was not informed about issues of climate change and therefore was unable to make any
pronouncement on the issue. The second session focused on Judge and the text was Deut 20: 1620 addressing issues that promote caring for the environment in the midst of environmental
injustices in the world. The Act was the development of the plan of action by the participants or
beneficiaries.
Analysis
First the two workshops demonstrated clearly the importance creating ‘awareness’ about climate
change and its effects on life in general. The reports were indication of the lack of environmental
education in the church. Ujamaa Centre has taken this up as a challenge to the church and its
prophetic role in challenging injustices of any form.
Secondly the majority of participants were women leaders who are committed to environmental
justice in their communities. This was the highlight of the workshops and there was a commitment
to help affected communities to deal with the challenge of climate change.
Impact/Outcomes
The beneficiaries of our two workshops developed a plan of action to work with communities
affected by climate change and to use their churches to create awareness about the problem. They
also committed themselves to inviting the Ujamaa Centre to conduct further Contextual Bible
Studies (CBS) on Religion and Environment.
Planning
We hope to respond to invitations and facilitated CBS workshops; we will be using Monitoring
and Evaluation (M&E) through output and outcome indicators to measure the interventions in the
communities. However the challenge is limited personnel and expertise in this critical area. We
hope to continue to use Dr Lubunga W’Ehusha to facilitate most of our workshops and to network
with environmental organization.
Conclusion
This programme has the potential to grow and generate its own resources and funding in the future.
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People’s Theology Project
Co-ordinator: Prof Gerald West
Introduction
The People’s theology programme is an attempt to create space for the voices of the poor and
marginalized into the public domain. It is based on the notion that ‘prophetic theology’ should be
informed by people’s understanding of God through the struggle for social justice and
transformation. The prophetic theologians need ‘people’s experiences of struggle’ in order to speak
prophetically on justice.
Activity
CBS academic
work

When & Where With Whom
June-December Post-doctoral
2014
student

Abahlali
Basemjondolo as
a Social
Movement

11 July 2014

Abahlali with
Pastors in the
area of Umlazi
in Durban
Circuit

Abahlali
Basemjondolo’s
Ubuhlali
Philosophy

28 July 2014

Abahlali with
Pastors in the
area of Umlazi
in Durban
Circuit

Ujamaa
Theological
Network
Consultation

12 September
2014

Board members
and former staff
of Ujamaa
Centre
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What & How
Analysis of how
the Bible is used
in an AIC: The
use of the Bible
in iBandla
lamaNazaretha
Contextual Bible
Study on the
Book of Amos 5:
1ff facilitated by
Rev Luxolo
Gqomfa assisted
by Rev S Zwane
A public lecture
on Ubuhlali
Philosophy and
role of Religion
by Mr J
Mngwenyana the
National
Spokesperson of
Abahlali
Strategic
planning for
Prophetic
theology/People’s
theology
facilitated by Prof
GO West

Numbers
The general
scholarly and
Nazaretha
community

20 participants
8 Men
12 Women

20 participants
8 Men
12 Women

25 participants
13 Men
12 Women

Description
The two workshops were meant to introduce both Ujamaa Centre as an ecumenical organization
dealing with social justice and Abahlali as a Social Movement also concerned with dignity and
social justice to the pastors in the area of UMlazi in Durban. We began with social analysis, the
See engaging with the socio-economic and political challenges in the area of Durban and how
Abahlali have taken government to task about the ghastly conditions that shack-dwellers live under
in Kennedy Road settlement. The second session began with theological and biblical reflections
through the Contextual Bible Study (CBS) method.

The second workshop dealt with the issue of Ubuhlali as a philosophy and what it means for
‘dignity’ and sustainable livelihood. The concept of human ‘dignity’ is fundamental in the struggle
for housing and shelter for Abahlali. It is recognition of their humanity and citizenship in a
democratic South Africa. It is inspired by the Imago Dei biblical concept. The fact that people are
created in the image and likeness of God irrespective of their class, race, gender or culture
On the far left is Rev Luxolo Gqomfa, our part time staff in People’s Theology, Rev Sithembiso
Zwane, Ujamaa Programmes Co-ordinator, Ms Bandile Mdlalose, former Abahlali Secretary
General and Mr Sbusiso Zikode, former President.
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Group Discussion during the Contextual Bible Study (CBS) workshop with Abahlali
Basemjondolo in Durban. From right: Rev J Ngubane, the Chaplain of Abahlali Basemjondolo
discussing Amos 7: 10-17 during the CBS session and the members of Abahlali Basemjondolo.
Below: The National Spokesperson of Abahlali, Mr TJ Ngongoma, who represented the founder
of the social movement Mr Sbu Zikode and spoke eloquently about the philosophy of Ubuhlali
and its relationship with Liberation theology.
Analysis
Abahlali as a social movement provides an important critical voice that engages with government
on issues of accountability and service delivery. The workshop was able to achieve the following:
First, it created a platform for partnership and collaboration between social movement and new
religious movements in the form of Neo-Pentecostal churches. These churches seldom participate
in training workshops with an ideological bias. They were deeply challenged by the state of
Abahlali.
Secondly, Abahlali were able to benefit from biblical and theological resources presented which
they can use to engage their churches and other ecumenical organizations for support in their
struggle for social justice.
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Impact/Outcomes
Abahlali Basemjondolo as beneficiaries committed themselves to using biblical and theological
resources offered by Contextual Bible Study (CBS) to challenge those in authority regarding
housing, social and economic justice.
Planning
The programme will continue this year with the specific tasked planned for the year following up
on work done last year.
Conclusion
This programme is work in progress in terms of its conceptualization and focus. We will empower
the programme with resources and personnel.
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