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Introduction








This CBS example is part of the praxis of engaging HIV in our contexts. The
overall framework is that of liberation theology.
See: The process of creating a Contextual Bible Study begins with ‘Seeing’. An
epistemological privilege is granted to those living with HIV. What is ‘reality’
from their perspective? Social analysis with people living with HIV identifies
that their reality is often shaped by others asking the question: What ‘causes’
HIV? Why do you have HIV?
Judge: Once the context of HIV has been analysed, the CBS then moves into
bringing this ‘question’ into dialogue with the biblical (and theological)
tradition. The Judge moment in the process is two way: reality judges the
capacity of the religious tradition to respond to this reality in a life-giving way
for the poor and marginalised; and, the prophetic religious tradition judges
reality, asking whether this reality is God’s kin-dom on earth, as it is in heaven.
Act: Here action is planned and then implemented in order to bring reality into
alignment with God’s project of liberation. In this case the CBS seeks for forms
of action that can be used in the church (and other faith communities) to
challenge and change its stigmatising responses to those who are HIVpositive.

John 9:1-41


1. Listen to the dramatic reading of the text, and
then share briefly in twos how this text has been
interpreted in your context.



2. Jesus engages with a man born blind in a
number of ways: Jesus saw him (v1); Jesus touched
him (v6); Jesus spoke to him (v7); Jesus found him
(v35); Jesus has a conversation with him (v35). Reread each of these encounters; what do these
encounters say about Jesus and his attitude to the
man born blind? Draw a picture which depicts
these encounters.



3. The question the disciples ask in verse 2
reveals what they have been taught about sin
and sickness. What is this teaching? What is
their theological orientation to sickness?



4. What Jesus says to his disciples in verse 3
and his subsequent actions (see Question 2
above) reveal an alternative teaching about
sickness. What is this alternative theological
orientation to sickness?





5. What is the theological orientation/teaching of
your church (or your faith tradition) towards those
who are HIV-positive? Is it like that of Jesus or
that of the disciples?
6. How will you respond to this Bible study in your
context? Egs.








How would you preach about HIV and AIDS in a way that counters
the dominant theological position that HIV is a punishment from
God?
What structures could be put in place in your local congregation to
make HIV-positive people welcome?
If as John 9 indicates, God is also at work with those outside the
synagogue/church, what does this mean for our collaborative work
with other faith traditions in the area of HIV and AIDS?
How does this text address the multiple dimensions of healing, and
how would you use its resources to engage with ‘healing’ in the
context of HIV?

